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Report for January 2014

Executive Summary

1  Refer to ReCAAP ISC website at 
   http://www.recaap.org/AlertsReports/IncidentReports.aspx?Command=Core_Download&EntryId=290 for the definitions of piracy 

and armed robbery against ships as adopted by the ReCAAP ISC.

There has been a reduction in the number 
of incidents of armed robbery against ships 
reported in Asia in January 2014 compared to 
the same period in past four years (January of 
2010-2013).  A total of six incidents were reported 
in January 2014 and all were robberies against 
ships1. No incident of piracy was reported.

Of the six incidents reported in January 2014, three 
were Category 2 (moderately significant) incidents, 
one was a Category 3 (less significant) incident 
and two were petty theft (minimum significant) 
incidents. There was no Category 1 (very significant) 
incident reported in January 2014.

Category 2 incidents
Although there has been a reduction in the 
number of incidents reported in January 2014 
compared to the same period during 2010-2013, 
half of the six incidents reported in January 2014 
were Category 2 incidents. All three Category 
2 incidents reported in January 2014 involved 
robbers who were armed with guns and knives. 
Compared to the same period in 2010-2013, two 
incidents involving robbers armed with guns 
were reported in January 2011 and one incident 
in January 2012. 

Category 3 
(Less Significant)

Category 2 
(Moderately Significant)

Petty Theft 
(Minimum Significant)

Chart 1 – Significance level of 
Incidents (January of 2010-2014)
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Report for January 2014

Of the three Category 2 incidents reported 
in January 2014, one incident reported the 
discharge of firearms by the robbers. The incident 
occurred on 18 Jan 14 when five robbers boarded 
bulk carrier, Oriental Sapphire while anchored 
at Eastern Batam anchorage, Indonesia. The 
crew spotted the robbers and gathered on the 
bridge where they locked themselves in. The 
master reported the incident to Singapore Port 
Operations Control Centre (POCC) which is also 
the ReCAAP Focal Point (Singapore) who alerted 
the Rescue and Search Centre (RSC) of Tanjung 
Pinang for assistance immediately. The RSC of 
Tanjung Pinang later informed Singapore POCC 
that the robbers had left the vessel and some 
items were stolen. It was also reported that 
the vessel was fired upon and dent marks were 
found on the vessel. The crew was not injured.   

The other two incidents occurred on 3 Jan 14 
when bulk carrier, Giovanna Iuliano was anchored 
at Muara Berau anchorage, Samarinda, East 
Kalimantan, Indonesia; and on 17 Jan 14 when 
general cargo ship, Au Co 01 was anchored at 
Tanjung Priok anchorage, Indonesia. On 3 Jan 14, 
three robbers armed with a gun boarded Giovanna 
Iuliano and held the A/B hostage. The robbers 
tied the A/B and stole his personal effects. The 
robbers also broke into the forecastle store, stole 
ship’s property before they escaped. On 17 Jan 14, 
four robbers armed with a gun and long knives 
boarded Au Co 01 from a small boat. They held 
the duty watchman hostage, entered the engine 
room, held another crew hostage and stole some 
engine spares before escaped in their boat. The 
crew was not injured. 

Category 3 and petty theft incidents 
The one Category 3 incident and two petty theft 
incidents occurred at Gresik inner anchorage, 
Taboneo anchorage and Belawan anchorage, 
Indonesia respectively.  

Location of incidents
All six incidents reported in January 2014 
occurred at the ports and anchorages in 
Indonesia. Refer to Map 1 for the approximate 
location of these incidents.

Conclusion
Although the number of incidents reported in 
January 2014 was the lowest among the five-year 
reporting period (January of 2010-2014), half of 
the incidents were Category 2 in nature. The 
situation at ports and anchorages remains a key 
concern. The ReCAAP ISC urges ship masters to 
report all incidents, actual and attempted, to the 
nearest coastal State so that the enforcement 
agencies may be able to render immediate 
assistance whenever necessary.

To avoid incidents at ports and anchorages, ship 
masters and crew are encouraged to increase 
security watch and maintain vigilance especially 
during hours of darkness when their ships were 
at anchor/berth. In the event that the pirates/
robbers manage to board the vessel, the crew 
was encouraged to raise the alarm immediately, 
blow the ship whistle and muster the crew. Such 
activities has on several occasions resulted in 
the pirates/robbers escape immediately.  

The relevant authorities are also advised to 
increase their presence, step up surveillance and 
port security, and provide immediate assistance 
to victim vessels whenever necessary.
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Location of Incidents
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Map 1 – Location of Incidents in January 2014

Legend
Category 3 (Less Significant)

Petty Theft (Minimum Significant)
Category 2 (Moderately Significant)

Lady Cordelia
Chemical tanker

3 Jan 14
0530 hrs

2

E. R. Brighton
Bulk carrier

9 Jan 14
1935 hrs

4

Fairchem Stallion
Chemical tanker

7 Jan 14
0018 hrs

3



5

Appendices

Country & Agency In Charge
Point of Contact

Phone No Fax Number

Australia
 Border Protection Command
 Australian Maritime Security Operations Centre (AMSOC)
 E-mail: AMIFC@customs.gov.au

+61-2-6275-6000 +61-2-6275-6275

Bangladesh

 Department of Shipping 
 E-mail: dosdgdbd@bttb.net.bd

+88-02-9554206 +88-02-7168363

Brunei
 National Maritime Coordination Centre (NMCC)
 Email: P2MK@jpm.gov.bn

+67-3223-3751
+67-3717-6322

+67-3223-3753

Cambodia
 Merchant Marine Department
 E-mail: mmd@online.com.kh

+85-5-2386-4110 +85-5-2386-4110

China
 China Maritime Search and Rescue Centre (Beijing) 
 Email: cnmrcc@mot.gov.cn

 
 Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre (Hong Kong) 
 Email: hkmrcc@mardep.gov.hk

+86-10-6529-2218
+86-10-6529-2219
+86-10-6529-2221

+85-2-2233-7999 
+85-2-2233-7998

+86-10-6529-2245

+85-2-2541-7714

Denmark
 Danish Maritime Authority (DMA)
 Email: ReCAAP-FP-DK@dma.dk

+45-9137-6000 +45-9137-6001

India
 MRCC (Mumbai)
 Coast Guard Region (West)
 Mumbai – India
 Email: icgmrcc_mumbai@mtnl.net.in
             mrcc-west@indiancoastguard.nic.in

+91-22-2431-6558
+91-22-2438-8065

+91-22-2433-3727
+91-22-2431-6558

Japan
 Japan Coast Guard (JCG) Ops Centre
 Email: op@kaiho.mlit.go.jp

+81-3-3591-9812
+81-3-3591-6361

+81-3-3581-2853

Republic of Korea
 Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries 
 Operations Centre
 Email: piracy@gicoms.go.kr

+82-44-200-5895 
to 98

+82-44-200-5886 
to 88

Laos
 Department of Foreign Relations 
 Ministry of Public Security 
 Email: keomps@yahoo.com

+85-6-2121-2505 +85-6-2121-2505
+85-6-2121-2547

Contact Details of ReCAAP Focal Points / Contact Point
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Country & Agency In Charge
Point of Contact

Phone No Fax Number

Myanmar
 MRCC Ayeyarwaddy (Myanmar Navy)
 Email: mrcc.yangon@mptmail.com.mm

+95-313-1650            +95-1202-417

Netherlands
 Dutch Coastguard 
 Maritime Information Centre (MIK-NL)
 Email: mik-nl@kustwacht.nl 

+31-223-658-101 +31-223-658-358

Norway
 Norwegian Maritime Authority
 Email: morten.alsaker.lossius@sjofartsdir.no

+47-5274-5130
+47-5274-5000

+47-5274-5001

Philippines
 Philippine Coast Guard
 PCG Action Centre-MRCC (Manila)
 PCG Hot Text
 Email: pcg_cg2@yahoo.com
              cg2@coastguard.gov.ph
                   isc.cg2@coastguard.gov.ph

+63-2-527-3877
+63-2-527-8481

to 89
(ext: 6136/6137)

+63-917-724-3682
(Text Hotline)

+63-2-527-3877

Singapore
 Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore
 Port Operations Control Centre (POCC)
 Email: pocc@mpa.gov.sg

+65-6226-5539
+65-6325-2493

+65-6227-9971
+65-6224-5776

Sri Lanka
 Sri Lanka Navy Operations Centre
 Email: nhqsoo@navy.lk
  nhqhydrographer@navy.lk
  nhqdno@navy.lk 

+94-11-244 5368 
(Hotline)

+94-11-244 9718

Thailand
 Royal Thai Navy
 Maritime Information Sharing Centre (MISC)
 Email: miscdutyofficer@misc.go.th

+66-2475-5432 +66-2475-4577

United Kingdom
 National Maritime Information Centre Ops Centre
 Email: nmic-group@mod.uk

+44(0)1923 956128 +44(0)1923 956133

Vietnam
 Vietnam Coast Guard
 Email: phongqhqtcsb@vnn.vn
  vietnamfocalpoint@yahoo.com.vn 

+84-4-3355-4378 +84-4-3355-4363

Correct as at 1 February 2014

Contact Details of ReCAAP Focal Points / Contact Point


