
 

 
 

 

NEWS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

10 December 2019 

 

ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre Conducts Anti-Piracy Capacity Building 

Programme for Senior Officers of Maritime Authorities and Law Enforcement 

Agencies in Cooperation with Vietnam Coast Guard 

 

ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre (ISC) in cooperation with ReCAAP Vietnam 

Focal Point (Vietnam Coast Guard) today convened the Capacity Building Senior 

Officer’s Meeting in Hanoi, Vietnam. 

The three-day programme will gather senior officers from 16 ReCAAP Member 

Countries as well as Malaysia and Indonesia to review the situation of piracy and 

armed robbery against ships in Asia including the incidents of abduction of crew in the 

Sulu-Celebes Seas, share specific case studies, and discuss ways to improve the 

maritime safety situation in Asia. 

Complementing the programme is a lecture on international maritime laws and their 

applications, as well as a scenario-based exercise facilitated by Professor Max Mejia 

of the World Maritime University. 

Participants of the programme will also have an opportunity to have a dialogue with 

the shipping industry based in Vietnam to better understand their concerns. 

“The ReCAAP model is unique because it gives emphasis on information sharing 

among a network of 20 ReCAAP Focal Points across Asia, Australia, Europe and the 

United States as an approach to fighting maritime crimes,” said Mr. Masafumi Kuroki, 

Executive Director of ReCAAP ISC. “Thanks to the regional and international 

cooperation, incidents of piracy and sea robbery in Asia are decreasing. We will 

continue to strengthen the capability and cooperation of ReCAAP Focal Points and 

regional authorities to keep Asian waters—one of the most economically vital in the 

world—safe for seafarers, ships and cargoes.” 

The ReCAAP Member Countries represented at the Capacity Building Senior Officers’ 

Meeting 2019 in Hanoi are Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, China, India, 

Japan, Korea, Laos, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, the 

United Kingdom, and Vietnam. 



 

Major General Bui Trung Dzung, Vice Commandant of Vietnam Coast Guard welcomed the 

participants of the ReCAAP ISC Capacity Building Senior Officers’ Meeting to Hanoi 

 

 

Mr. Masafumi Kuroki, Executive Director of ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre noted that the 

ReCAAP model of information sharing among a network of 20 ReCAAP Focal Points across Asia, 

Australia, Europe and the United States is an effective approach to fighting maritime crimes 

 



 

The three-day programme will gather senior officers from 16 ReCAAP Member Countries as well as 

Malaysia and Indonesia to review the situation of piracy and armed robbery against ships in Asia 

including the incidents of abduction of crew in the Sulu-Celebes Seas 
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About ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre (ReCAAP ISC) 

The Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery 

against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP) is the first regional government-to-government 

agreement to promote and enhance cooperation against piracy and armed robbery 

against ships in Asia. The Agreement entered into force on September 4, 2006 with 

14 Asian countries as Contracting Parties, and the Information Sharing Centre was 

established on November 29, 2006. To date, 20 States (14 Asian countries, 4 

European countries, Australia, the USA) have become Contracting Parties to 

ReCAAP. To fulfil its vision as the Information Hub for combating piracy and armed 

robbery against ships in Asia, ReCAAP ISC enhances regional cooperation through 

information sharing, capacity building and cooperative arrangements. At the 12th 

Governing Council Meeting in 2018, the Council announced that ReCAAP ISC has 

met the criteria to be a Centre of Excellence for information sharing in combating piracy 

and armed robbery against ships at sea. For more information about ReCAAP ISC, 

please visit http://www.recaap.org 
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