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Incident Report: 01/2012 
 
Name and Type of Ship:  Crest Gold 1 / Tug boat 
        Crest 282 / Barge 
 
Date/Time of Incident:  26 Feb 12 at 0130hrs  

(local time)  
 

Location of incident:  1° 16.1’ N, 104° 17.6’ E 
 
Area Description:  Underway in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore 
 
 
Details of Incident 
 
On 26 Feb 12 at or about 0130 hrs (local time), a Singapore-registered tug boat, Crest 
Gold 1 towing barge Crest 282 was underway in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore 
when four robbers armed with guns boarded the tug boat at approximately 5.34 nm north 
of Tanjung Tondang, Pulau Bintan, Indonesia (1° 16.1’ N, 104° 17.6’ E).   The robbers 
took away a laptop and some valuables from the crew before leaving the tug boat.  All 
crew was reported to be safe, and the tug boat continued its passage to Kuantan.  
 
The master reported the incident to Singapore’s Port Operations Control Centre (POCC), 
Singapore Police Coast Guard (PCG), the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN), Maritime 
Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC) Jakarta (Indonesia), and MRCC Putra Jaya 
(Malaysia).  The Singapore’s POCC who is also the ReCAAP Focal Point (Singapore) 
promulgated navigational broadcast to inform all ships about the incident and to maintain 
vigilance when passing the area.   
 
 
Reported by  
 
ReCAAP Focal Point (Singapore) 
Shipping company 
 
 
Comments by ReCAAP ISC 
 
This is the fourth incident reported in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore since January 
2012.  Of these, three incidents involved tug boat towing barges (Kim Hock Tug 3, Toll 
Galaxy and Crest Gold 1) and one was an incident of armed robbery onboard chemical 
tanker, Hellen.  Please refer to the map on the approximate location of the incidents.  
The ReCAAP ISC advises ship masters of tug boats to adopt precautionary measures and 
heighten vigilance when transiting the area.   
 

Photograph courtesy of shipping company 
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Approximate location of incidents 

 
There has been a surge of the number of incidents involving tug boats towing barges in 
the Straits of Malacca and Singapore with a total of 18 incidents reported in 2011. 
Together with the Information Fusion Centre (IFC), the ReCAAP ISC has launched a 
poster on ‘Guidelines for Tug Boats and Barges against Piracy and Sea Robbery’ during 
the Nautical Forum on 12 Jan 12.  The ReCAAP ISC strongly urges ship masters to 
report all incidents of piracy and sea robbery to the nearest coastal State immediately; and 
ship owners and operators to report the incident to the ReCAAP Focal Point.  A list of 
contact numbers is available on the poster (see below). 
 

 
Poster on ‘Guidelines for Tug Boats and Barges against Piracy and Sea Robbery’ 


