
The Philippine Coast Guard Perspective

Commander, Coast Guard Station Tawi-Tawi
Officer-in-Charge, SIBUTU Radar Station

1



 THE MARITIME IMPERATIVES

 DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ABDUCTION OF CREW IN SULU-
CELEBES SEA AND NEIGHBORING SEA AREAS

 ANTI-PIRACY MEASURES OF THE GOVERNMENT

 FUTURE INITIATIVES AND WAY FORWARD
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80% of global trade by volume and 70% by value is transported by sea
60% passes through Asia, with SCS carrying an estimated 1/3 of global shipping
SCS waters are practically critical for China, Taiwan, Japan and South Korea, all of which rely on the Strait of Malacca, which
connects the South China Sea and, by extension, the Pacific Ocean with the Indian Ocean.

~ The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
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Maluso

Languyan

Lamitan

Luuk

Siibutu

Tandubas

Taganak

Kudat

Pulau Banggi

Pulau Caya

Tambisan

Pulau Mabul

(Pulau Bum Bum)

Tanjung Labian

Kota Kinabalu

Pantai Pasir Semngkadu Disposition of Philippine Security Forces 

Philippine National Police (PNP)
Philippine Navy (PN)
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)

800,000 
undocumented 

Filipinos

Approximately 
21,000

ships per year
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WARNING 01-09-2019

Source:  ReCAAP ISC 
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WARNING 18/JUNE/2019 

Source:  ReCAAP ISC Source:  ReCAAP ISC 
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Photo Credit:  Rappler

The Coast Guard has taken on a new prominence

Source:  https://thediplomat.com/2019/12/dutertes-coast-guard-diplomacy/ 
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COASTAL SECURITY and PATROL
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ESTABLISHMENT OF RECOMMENDED TRANSIT CORRIDOR 
AT MORO GULF AND BASILAN STRAIT

DOTr Memorandum Circular 2017-002
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PRESCRIBED RADIO COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
ONBOARD PHILIPPINE REGISTERED VESSEL

DOTr Memorandum Circular 2017-003
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GUIDELINES FOR THE DESIGNATION OF VHF MARINE BAND 
CHANNEL/FREQUENCY

DOTr Memorandum Circular 2017-004
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OTHER MARITIME DOMAIN AWARENESS (MDA) RESPONSIBILITIES

CAPTAIN OF THE PORT 
DOCTRINE

RULES IN THE USE OF FORCE
RULES OF ENGAGEMENT

SAR DOCTRINE
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SECURITY, SAFETY and ENVIRONMENTAL NUMBERING SYSTEM (SSEN)

DOTr Memorandum Circular 2017-001
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SSEN AND SAFETY SECURITY REGISTRATION CARD (SSRC) 
INTEGRATED DATABASE SYSTEM
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SSEN AND SAFETY SECURITY REGISTRATION CARD (SSRC) 
INTEGRATED DATABASE SYSTEM (BETA VERSION)
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MANDATORY REQUIREMENT FOR THE INSTALLATION AND OPERATION 
OF TRANSPONDER / TRANSMITTER ONBOARD PHILIPPINE-REGISTERED 

VESSELS / SHIPS AND OTHER WATERCRAFTS FOR THE 
AUTOMATIC INDENTIFICATION SYSTEM (AIS) OF THE PCG
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CG BASE SIBUTU AND RADAR STATION BONGAO IN TAWI-TAWI
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Text

RIO HONDO, ZAMBOANGA
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BAYBAYAN PEAK, BONGAO



WHATSAPP DIPLOMACY:  Beyond National Bureaucracies 
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WHATSAPP DIPLOMACY:  Beyond National Bureaucracies 
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WHATSAPP DIPLOMACY:  Beyond National Bureaucracies 
24



WHATSAPP DIPLOMACY:  Beyond National Bureaucracies 
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Acquisition of Four (4) 24-Meter Fast Patrol Boat (FPB) and One (1) 82-Meter Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV)
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Acquisition of Two (2) 94-Meter Multi-Role Response Vessels (MRRV)

Length:          Approx. 94m
Breadth:       Approx. 11.5m
Engine:         Medium Speed Diesel
Output:         6,600 kw
Maximum Speed: Approx. 25 Kts
Cruising Range:     4,500 NM
Complement:         60 persons 
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NATIONAL COAST WATCH CENTER MDA CAPABILITIES

24/7 FUSION CENTER

SEAVISION
SUPPORTS MONITORING OF VESSELS IN PHILIPPINE WATERS

MSSIS: DISPLAYS REAL-TIME RADAR AND AIS DATA AND VIDEO 
DERIVED FROM SHORE BASED PLATFORMS 
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INTEGRATED COAST WATCH SYSTEM 
PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD-MARITIME SECURITY AND COASTAL SURVEILLANCE
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INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

CGD Southeastern Mindanao (CGDSEM)

• Ongoing construction K9 Kennel at CGS Gensan 
• Construction of SOU Building funded by DPWH
• and ongoing work out for deed of donation for Radar 

Station at CGS Davao

CGD Southwestern Mindanao (CGDSWM)

• Ongoing construction of CG Base Sibutu 
• Ongoing bidding of sixteen (16) CG Radar Station in 

Zamboanga
• Construction of CG Base Zamboanga 
• CG Station Central Tawi-Tawi LH Panguan
• Ongoing construction of CGSS Lapaz and CGSS San 

Ramon under CGS Zamboanga

CGD Northern Mindanao (CGDNM)

• Construction of CG Base Siargao
• Construction of CG Radar Station Siargao
• Proposed rehabilitation of CGS Ozamis Building

CGD Bicol (CGDBCL)

• Construction of CG Base Catanduanes
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REGIONAL COOPERATION

Photo Credits:  https://twitter.com/recaapisc
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REGIONAL COOPERATION
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https://www.facebook.com/PCGAVPcontest/videos/777266582695501/


PCG:  An Armed and Uniformed Service
attached to the Department of Transportation and Communications 

provided that in times of war, as declared by Congress, 
the PCG or parts thereof, shall be attached to the Department of National Defense

PCG AT A GLANCE

Units and Infrastructure
13 CG Districts 
70 CG Stations 
328 CG Sub-Stations
10 Clearing Out Posts
4 Mobile Teams
3 Search and Rescue Bases
5 Training Areas (Bagac in 

Bataan, Taguig, Farola, La 
Union, Laguindingan aside 
from MTTs and STIs)

597 Lighthouses and 
Lightstations

Human Resource
1,134 Officers (Actual, P/ENS and               

Cadet)
11,269 Non-officers
371 Civilian Employees 

(Regular and Casual)

Floating Assets
22 Search and Rescue 

Vessels
5 Support Ships 
57 Patrol Crafts
300 Aluminum V-shape Hull Boat
81 Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat
50 Rubber Boat
TOTAL of 515

Air Assets
2 Britten Norman Islander
2 Bolkow-C
TOTAL of 4



Republic Act 9993 “Philippine Coast Guard Law of 2009” and its fifty-four (54) 
functions under the Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR)



MANDATE

"Central inter-
agency 

mechanism for a 
coordinated and 

coherent approach 
on maritime issues 

and maritime 
security 

operations 
towards 

enhancing 
governance in the 
country’s maritime 

domain"  

National Coast Watch 
Council 

(Council)

National Coast Watch 
Secretariat

(Secretariat)

National Coast Watch 
Center

(Center)

Central inter-agency body in 
charge in formulating strategic 

direction and policy guidance for 
the NCWS. (EO 57, Sec. 3)

Provides technical and 
administrative support to the 

Council.
(EO 57, Sec. 4)

Implements and coordinates 
maritime security operations in 

accordance with the direction and 
policy guidance issued by the 

Council. (EO 57, Sec 5.)

ORGANS OF THE SYSTEM



 Transportation and Communications
 National Defense
 Foreign Affairs
 Interior and Local Government
 Justice
 Energy
 Finance
 Environment and Natural Resources
 Agriculture

 Philippine Coast Guard
 PNP – Maritime Group
 Bureau of Immigration
 Bureau of Customs
 Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
 National Bureau of Investigation
 Philippine Navy
 DOJ – National Prosecution Service
 Center on Transnational Crime

MANDATE

"Central inter-
agency 

mechanism for a 
coordinated and 

coherent approach 
on maritime issues 

and maritime 
security 

operations 
towards 

enhancing 
governance in the 
country’s maritime 

domain"  
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