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J THE MARITIME IMPERATIVES

J DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ABDUCTION OF CREW IN SULU-
CELEBES SEA AND NEIGHBORING SEA AREAS

d ANTI-PIRACY MEASURES OF THE GOVERNMENT

d FUTURE INITIATIVES AND WAY FORWARD



80% of global trade by volume and 70% by value is transported by sea

60% passes through Asia, with SCS carrying an estimated 1/3 of global shipping

SCS waters are practically critical for China, Taiwan, Japan and South Korea, all of which rely on the Strait of Malacca, which
connects the South China Sea and, by extension, the Pacific Ocean with the Indian Ocean.

~ The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
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<ABDUCTIN OF CREW FOR RNSOM 10 Sl.lI.lI-CEI.BES SEAS AND
WATERS OFF EASTERN SABAH>

SITUATION UPDATE

* 18 Jun 19: 9 crew abducted from two fishing boats off

Felda Lahad Datu, Sabah, Malaysia. All crew released
on2l Jun19

* 23 Sep 19: 3 crew abducted from a fishing boat off
Tambisan Island, Lahad Datu, Sabah, Malaysia.
Crew still in captivity

in captivity

~

Name of ship | Incident | Dateof | Timeof | Flagof | Typeofship | Latitude Longitude Area location Area description Ship Attack method & description of incident
Type incident | incident |  ship activity

SN338/4/F Kidnap 23 Sep 1300 Malaysia Fishing 5.0;33.95 119;1.18'E | Sulu-Celebes Sea | Vicinity waters of While | On 23 Sep 19 at about 1300 hrs, seven perpetrators wearing
2019 trawler Tambisan Island, sailing | mask and military camouflage uniform boarded the fishing
Lahad Datu, Sabah boat (SN 338/4/F) from two pump boats painted in green and
blue with red stripes in the vicinity waters of Tambisan Island,
Lahad Datu, Sabah, Malaysia. They abducted three
Indonesian crew from the fishing boat, and fled towards Tawi-
tawi Island, Philippines. The perpetrators believed to be
members of the Kidnap for Ransom Group (KFRG) of Sulu-
based Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG), were reportedly armed with
AK 47, M16 (with grenade launcher) and pistols.

WARNING 01-09-2019

The Philippine Coast Guard District Southwestern Mindanao
has intensified their seaborne and coastal security patrol in
coordination with Philippine and Malaysian authorities.

On 22 Dec 19, the Philippine authorities rescued two of the
Indonesian crew during military operations. They were
brought to the hospital for medical check & debrief. With the
rescue of two victims, one crew remains in captivity.

~ Source: ReCAAP I1SC




Name of ship

Incident
Type

Date of
incident

Time of
incident

Flag of
ship

Type of ship

Latitude

Longitude

Area location

Area description

Ship
activity

Attack method & description of incident

SA/2325/F &
SA/5699/C

Kidnap

18 Jun
2019

0245

Malaysia

WARN

ING 18§

5/ JUN

IE/2C

19

Fishing
trawler

5.0;2.0'N

119;4.0'E

Sulu-Celebes Sea

Approximately 2
nm off Felda Lahat
Datu, Sabah

While
sailing

On 18 Jun 19 at about 0245 hrs, about 10 men armed with
high powered firearms, believed to be members of the Sulu-
based Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) abducted 10 crew from two
Malaysian-registered fishing boats (with markings SA/2325/F
and SA/5699/C). The fishing boats were in the vicinity waters
of Lahad Datu, Sabah, Malaysia when the perpetrators
boarded the fishing boats from one jungkong-type watercraft
and one speed boat painted orange and white. The ASG
members abducted four crew from the first fishing boat and
six crew from the second fishing boat; and were sighted in the
area of Pondohan, Tabawan, Sitangkai, Tawi-tawi, Philippines
at about 0330 hrs on 18 Jun 19.

On 21 Jun 19 at about 2200 hrs, elements of the maritime
police station were on mobile patrol at Bgy Kahawa, Talipao,
Sulu and they sighted a group of nine men walking along the
road. After interviewing the men, they were confirmed to be
the abducted crew who were released by their abductors who
could have realised that the abducted crew had no money nor
anything to give as ransom but they took away some of their
personal belongings (wrist watch and cellular phone) while
perpetrators pointed their guns at them. They also confirmed
that only nine were abducted, not ten as previously reported.
The nine men were brought to Talipao for custody and
debrief.

On 22 0700H June 2019, abducted crew were brought by
police authorities to Sulu Provincial Police Office for
debriefing and Camp Bautista Hospital for medical check up.
On 24 1538H June 2019, the abducted crew escorted by
police authorities departed Jolo, Sulu on board PCG BRP
Bagacay (MMRV 4410) en route to Zamboanga City and
arrived around 2100H, same day.

On 25 0900H June 20189, a joint debriefing was conducted by
Philippine authorities.
i g




DUTERTESICORSTRGUARDIDIELONMAGY

The Coast Guard has taken on a new prominence

PCG to consolidate support for cooperation in addressing
nontraditional security threats

PCG to engage countries, not just for the purpose of
strengthening the capablhty of the PCG but as a diplomatic
instrument L

Source: https://thediplomat.com/2019/12/dutertes-coast-guard- dlplongl J[k/ Pho(g C_rgdit: Rappler
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ESTABLISHMENT OF RECOMMENDED TRANSIT CORRIDOR
AT MORO GULF AND BASILAN STRAIT

DOTr Memorandum Circular 2017-002
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PRESCRIBED RADIO COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT
ONBOARD PHILIPPINE REGISTERED VESSEL

DOTr Memorandum Circular 2017-003

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this circular is to prescribe the required equipment
onboard all Philippine-registered vessels to ensure that each vessel as
categorized herein is provided with the necessary radio communication
equipment that will enhance safety of life and property at sea.




GUIDELINES FORTHE DESIGNATION OF VHF MARINE BAND
CHANNEL/FREQUENCY

DOTr Memorandum Circular2017-004

27MHz marine radio channels VHF marine radio channels

= . PURPOSE

stations
and vessels

[1] 53 111 3539 Professional and rescue - P g L b S | Bl _. : : 4 '
fisherman Up',dt.m This circular prescribes the list of designated channel for the VHF marine band

radio o ensure the proper utilization of the frequency/channel on board all Philippine-
registered vessel, watercrafts, fishing vessel and shore based stations for the purpose |

Commercial | grganisations

of enhancing the marmme communlcatton secunty and safety within Philippine
Maritime Domain.




OTHER MARITIME DOMAIN AWARENESS (MDA) RESPONSIBILITIES
CAPTAIN OF THE PORT
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SECURITY, SAFETY and ENVIRONMENTAL NUMBERING SYSTEM (SSEN)
DOTr Memorandum Circular 2017-001




SSEN AND SAFETY SECURITY REGISTRATION CARD (SSRCQ)
INTEGRATED DATABASE SYSTEM

SSRC

SSEN cepr | NNKIID

epublic of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

I A ik

D
M?EI:::.:;:)UM CIRCULAR = SSEN e SS RC
Number : (Travel Information and Records of Violation)

SSEN

ISSUANCE OF MARITIME SAFETY AND SECURITY CARD , (Vessel | nformation)

PURPOSE:

This Memorandum Circular shall prescribe the policy for the application,
processing, and issuance of Maritime Safety and Security Card (MSSC) in
order to ensure the safety and security of the Officers and Crew of
ships / vessels and other watercrafts, including the Cwners / Operators when
they are on board, and the Passengers of the same while transiting the areas
covered herein.

SCOPE AND COVERAGE:

This Memorandum Circular shall apply to all: VESSEL SEARCH PEOPLE SEARCH

Owners / Operators of all types of ships / vessels and other
watercrafts;

Officers, Crew, and Compliments of the above - mentioned ships /
vessels and other watercrafts; t Vessels d 7 People Search

Passengers, regardless of age, of the aforementioned ships / vessels A i i
and other watercrafts; and

(i |

Other persons on board the aforementioned ships / vessels and
other watercrafts not falling under the above categories.

]

When the above — mentioned ships / vessels and other watercrafts are
transiting in the Maritime Areas of Zamboanga, Basilan, Sulu, and Tawi - tawi
(ZAMBASULTA)%:

6 4 p @

Provided, that this Memorandum Circular shall not apply to all Naval, Law
Enforcement, and other Government Vessels not engage in commercial
activities.

GUIDELINES:

A, Al Owners, Operators, Officers, Crew, Passengers, and other
Persons not covered by the aforementioned, on board ships / vessels
and other watercrafts covered herein, shall apply for an MSSC at the
nearest Coast Guard Unit / Office where they reside.




SSEN AND SAFETY SECURITY REGISTRATION CARD (SSRQC)
INTEGRATED DATABASE SYSTEM (BETA VERSION)




MANDATORY REQUIREMENT FORTHE INSTALLATION AND OPERATION

OF TRANSPONDER /TRANSMITTER ONBOARD PHILIPPINE-REGISTERED
VESSELS / SHIPS AND OTHER WATERCRAFTS FORTHE

AUTOMATIC INDENTIFICATION SYSTEM (AIS) OF THE PCG

=
"‘-ﬁl Republic of the Philippines

: ) DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Department
MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR
Number

MANDATORY REQUIREMENT FOR THE INSTALLATION
AND OPERATION OF TRANSPONDER / TRANSMITTER ONBOARD PHILIPPINE
REGISTERED VESSELS / SHIPS AND OTHER WATERCRAFTS
FOR THE AUTOMATIC INDENTIFICATION
SYSTEM (AIS) OF THE PCG

AUTHORITY:

Republic Act No. 9993 (Philippine Coast Guard [PCG] Law of 1999)
and its Implementing Rules and Regulations;

Republic Act No. 10863 (Customs Modernization Tariff Act);

Executive Order No. 64 (Reviving Barter in Mindanao, Promoting its
Growth and Development, and Constituting the Mindanac Barter
Council for the Purpose);

International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 1974, as
Amended; and

Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of
Maritime Navigation (SUA Convention),

PURPOSE:

This Memorandum Circular prescribes the policy and guidelines for the
mandatory installation and operation of Transponders / Transmitters onboard all
Ships, Vessels, and other Watercrafts, for their inclusion in the coverage of the
Automatic |dentification System (AIS) of the PCG, to ensure maritime safety and
security of the aforementioned and the passengers on board the same.

SCOPE AND COVERAGE:

This Memorandum Circular covers all Philippine registered Ships,
Vessels, and other Watercrafts regardless of size, make, or utilization if the
same have engines or outboard motors capable of reaching the speed of more
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Why SIBUTU Matters?

it
[

.- b A e . ?
1 BT ?;_'Tl= I‘ig =i-E

K L . i

Source: https://www.rappler.com/thought-leaders/239255-analysis-why-coast-guard-base-sibutu-
matters?fbclid=IwARO0]f5e_P260GBvJPuOTi06B9KuYRI8YXPzfKyc9s7P5jLajpfsygXScRNw



CG BASE SIBUTU AND RADAR STATION BONGAO IN TAWI-TAWI

Parked

Move or press 'Home' to wake

ST-BY

ON TIME 2.10:00:00
TX TIME 2.08:36:00
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WHATSAPP DIPLOMACY: Beyond National Bureaucracies
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WHATSAPP DIPLOMACY: Beyond National Bureaucrac_ies

Alex:;.nder Raph...
last seen today at 17:37

From: CGSCTT
Subject: Maritime Distress fro

I.Onor ahout 09 015 1H April z
unidentified passanger of ML
this station through CGS Weste
Motor Launch (ML) YAZDA enc
transmission trouble at 0% deg
degs 23,00 E or 10 NM away fri
Sabah or 35 NM awey from o1

2. The information was taken
malaysian mobile number 160
further information was take
limitation of cell phone signal
of range redio signel of this w

3, Inthis regard, respectfully
necessary assistance & conduc
rescue to ML Yazde in the arec

¢. For favorable consideration

[Trrve

= Alexander Raph...
Y % last seen today at 17:37

Good morning sir. I have send the above
informetions to our office and | personal
talked to the officer in charge.

Thenk you for the information sir

Alhamdulilleh, shukre

tterw is the number of the person
Yazda sir 60143729728

Roger sir

Shukrt

As of this time sir ML Yazde is at L
26.99 NLong24.273 E

As of this time sir ML Yozda isat |
26.99NLlong 119 deg24.273 E

Noted sir.
Thank you

We are trying to establish comms with the

Copy sir... dey also have radio com
sit. Maybe they are trying to estat
comms via. channel | 6 sir

We are trying to establish comms with them

Copy sir... dey also have radio comms onboard
sir, Maybe they are trying to establish radio
comms vic. chennel 16 sir

Thanks sir

Thank you siries

Con they transmit distress signal with their
radio?

Im not sure sir of the type of radio equipment

that they have onboard sir...

Roger that sir

Morning sir. Our boat is on the way to assist

Sir, Just for the recorcl could gou senci thrs
mfo to this email mrecputra joye@mmea.gov

o
N

Thanks sir. Just want to have of ficial bnwizs

er

= Alexander Raph..
last seen today at 17:37

9 APRIL 2019

They are in good haneds

Alhoamdulilleh sir... million thanks sir

The PH Navy is now towing them heading to
fBongau

Our boct will escort them till the boarder

You
AMlhomdulillah sir... million thanks sir

np sir

Salam sir... if i may ask sir, what time was ML
Tazde rescued? Where & who (type of rescue

boat) conducted the rescue sir?

What time wer dey received by PN vessel sir?

Salam sir.. these are the timeline

090900# Apr 2019 MMEA boat (Banggi 35)
arrived and approached ML YAZDA.

0909¢5H Apr 2019 PH Novy vessel arrived and
towed ML YAZDA heading to fungao, (Escorted
by MMEA boct to the border)

0910404 Apr=z019
ML YAZDA crossed the border into PH water.
MMEA boct RTI3.

® N mo




WHATSAPP DIPLOMACY: Beyond National Bureaucracies
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Beyond National Bureaucraci

WHATSAPP DIPLOMACY




Acquisition of Four (4) 24-Meter Fast Patrol Boat (FPB) and One (1) 82-Meter Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV)

DELIVERY TIMELINE

CONSTRUCTION 24m 82m
Filssls FPB OPV




Acquisition of Two (2) 94-Meter Multi-Role Response Vessels (MRRYV)

Breadth: Approx. 11.5m
Engine: Medium Speed Diesel

Output: 6,600 kw

Maximum Speed: Approx. 25 Kts
Cruising Range: 4,500 NM
Complement: 60 persons
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NATIONAL COAST WATCH CENTER MDA CAPABILITIES

SEAVISION
SUPPORTS MONITORING OF VESSELS IN PHILIPPINE WATERS
24/7 FUSION CENTER -

MSSIS: DISPLAYS REAL-TIME RADAR AND AIS DATA AND VIDEO
DERIVED FROM SHORE BASED PLATFORMS
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JAPAN GRANT AID RADAR PROJECTS
ZamboEcozone, Sitio San Ramon,
Brgy. Talisayan, Zamboanga City
Brgy Rio Hondo, Zamboanga City -

Broy Siraway Proper,
Siraway Zamboanga City

Brgy Solar, Olutanga,
Zamboanga Sibugay

Brgy. Baganian, Municipality of

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

PCG RADAR PROJECTS

——— Mt. Banga, Brgy. Mahalu, Mapun,
Tawi-tawi

Brgy Malabugas, Bayawan City,
Negros Oriental

Brgy Poblacion, Bacolod City,

Province of Negros Occidental

Tabina, Zamboanga Del Sur

Bario, Garobcob, Kamalansig,
Sultan Kudarat

Sitio Bait-Bait Brgy. Simbahan,
Pangutaran Sulu

Broy Parian Kawayan,
Lugus Sulu

Central Tawi-tawi, Parola Site,
Bray Poblacion Bongao

24
Tawidawi

Brgy Lanawan Proper,
Lanawan Island, Tabuan Lasa, -
Basilan Province

Walled i_.'i1§ Marina St.
Port Area Sulu

Boracay Island, Malay, Akian

——— Ester A Lim Drive, Tawala,
Panglao, Bohol

Brgy Tag-ulo, Dapitan City,
Zag1ybao?1ga Del Norte ’

— Mt Dambilah, Brgy Poblacion,
Taganak, Turtle Isiand

— Sibutu, Tawi-tawi

Pearl Bank, Tawi-tawi

Brgy Batugandin?._ Sarangani,

Davao Occidenta

CGD Bicol (CGDBCL)

e Construction of CG Base Catanduanes

CGD Southwestern Mindanao (CGDSWM)

Ongoing construction of CG Base Sibutu

Ongoing bidding of sixteen (16) CG Radar Station in
Zamboanga

Construction of CG Base Zamboanga

CG Station Central Tawi-Tawi LH Panguan

Ongoing construction of CGSS Lapaz and CGSS San
Ramon under CGS Zamboanga

CGD Southeastern Mindanao (CGDSEM)

Ongoing construction K9 Kennel at CGS Gensan
Construction of SOU Building funded by DPWH
and ongoing work out for deed of donation for Radar
Station at CGS Davao

CGD Northern Mindanao (CGDNM)

Construction of CG Base Siargao
Construction of CG Radar Station Siargao
Proposed rehabilitation of CGS Ozamis Building




REGIONAL COOPERATION




REGIONAL COOPERATION
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JAPAN MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
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» Maraming Salamat!



https://www.facebook.com/PCGAVPcontest/videos/777266582695501/

Philippine

PCG AT A GLANCE

Units and Infrastructure

13 CG Districts
70 CG Stations Floating Assets
328 CG Sub-Stations , Baler Bay 22 Search and Rescue
10 Clearing Out Posts Vessels
4 Mobile Teams 5 Support Ships
3 Search and Rescue Bases 57 Patrol Crafts
5 Training Areas (Bagac in 300 Aluminum V-shape Hull Boat
Bataan, Taguig, Farola, La 81 Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat
Union, Laguindingan aside South China Sea@ 50 Rubber Boat
from MTTsand  STIs) TOTAL of 515
597 Lighthouses and
Lightstations
Human Resource
1,134 Officers (Actual, P/ENS and
(OF=Te [1)) :
11,269 Non-officers Air Assets
371 Civilian Employees 2 Britten Norman Islander
2 Bolkow-C

(Regular and Casual)

TOTAL of 4



Republic Act 9993 “Philippine Coast Guard Law of 2009” and its fifty-four (54)
functions under the Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR)
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ORGANS OF THE SYSTEWM

National Coast Watch Central inter-agency body in
P charge in formulating strategic
"Central inter- (Council) direction and policy guidance for

agency the NCWS. (EO 57, Sec. 3)

mechanism for a
coordinated and
coherent approach

on maritime issues National Coast Watch National Coast Watch
and maritime Secretariat Center
security (Secretariat) (Center)
operations
towards
enhancing
governance in the Provides technical and Implements and coordinates
country’s maritime administrative support to the maritime security operations in
domain" Council. accor(.JIance.W|th the direction and
policy guidance issued by the
EO57's. 2011, (EO 57, Sec. 4) Council. (EO 57, Sec 5.)

Section 1—



NCW Ceoumnetl
Membedbepatinent

» Transportation and Communications
» National Defense

> Foreign Affairs
> Interior and Local Government
> Justice
"Central inter- > Energy
agency » Finance
mechanism for a » Environment and Natural Resources
coordinated and > Agriculture
coherent approach |
on maritime issues NEWACentey
and maritime SUPRERFAGENCIES
Secu’:'ty > Philippine Coast Guard
operations > PNP - Maritime Group
towards > Bureau of Immigration
enhancing > Bureau of Customs
governance in the > Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
country’s maritime » National Bureau of Investigation
domain” » Philippine Navy
» DOJ - National Prosecution Service
» Center on Transnational Crime
EO 57 s. 2011,

Section 1—
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